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YEAR ONE OF THE CAMPUS
NETWORK PROGRAM

In the spring of 2013, campuses across North 
America became a new front line of building an 
economy that prioritizes people, place and the 
planet. Through the New Economics Institute 
Campus Network Program, young people were 
invited to develop a vision for a more just and 
sustainable economy—and to plant the seeds that 
could make that vision a reality on their campuses 
and in their communities. 

The Occupy movement exposed the failure of a 
government owned by multinational corporations to 
address issues of inequality and poverty, diminished 
wellbeing and ecological destruction. Today’s 
young people understand the system crisis and 
are working to build solutions. They are demanding 
a different kind of economy, one that creates real 
economic opportunity, cultivates resilient local 
communities and doesn’t wreck the planet. They 
are developing strategies to build this economy 
today—challenging orthodox economic theory 
and learning that promotes impossible growth 
imperatives, perpetuating inequality, poverty and 
climate change; building rooted and democratic 
economic institutions like cooperatives, credit 
unions and networks for sharing and reuse; and re-
envisioning the role of colleges and universities in 
leveraging their economic power.

Young people have the energy, 
passion, organizing savvy and vision 
to transform our economy. Through 
the Campus Network Program, we are 
providing the resources and support to 
empower them to plant the seeds of a 
New Economy that prioritizes human 
flourishing and ecological integrity over 
the maximization of profit.
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THE CAMPUS NETWORK PROGRAM 

In the spring of 2013, the Campus Network team 
supported college and university students across 
North America as they planned and executed Strategic 
Summits on the New Economy on their campuses. These 
student-led campus summits brought together students, 
faculty, members of the local community and leading 
New Economy thinkers and practitioners to engage 
with critical issues. They served to increase awareness 
and knowledge about new economic thinking, grow the 
community of people committed to stepping outside of 
outdated economic paradigms, and build local capacity 
for effecting change.

We issued a Request for Proposals to students across 
North America in late 2012, offering grants of up to 
$5000 to support student-led initiatives. We had an 
overwhelming response to our RFP, with more than sixty 
schools submitting letters of inquiry—from more than 
twenty states. The applicants to this program wrote 
detailed and visionary proposals, and it was challenging 
to select 14 schools to receive grants.
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STUDENT-LED EVENTS

Power Up! Divestment Convergence, Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, PA - February 22-24, 2013

Beyond Divestment: Money and Finance For A Living Economy, Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT – March 6, 2013

Spokane New Economy Summit, Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA – April 4-6, 2013

New Economy Summit at University of British Columbia, University Of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC April 4-6, 2013

Appalachian State New Economy Summit, Appalachian State University, Boone, NC. – April 4-6, 2013

Universities And The New Economy, The New School, New York, NY. – April 13, 2013

Food and The New Economy, Tufts University, Medford, MA. – April 13, 2013

Connecting The Dots: Pathways To A New Economy, Clark University, Worcester, MA. – April 19, 2013

Cooperation, Community, and Complexity: Imagining A New Economy For The 21st Century, College of the Atlantic, Bar          

Harbor, ME. – April 20-21, 2013

Youth Power Summit: Building A New Economy, Ithaca College, Ithaca, NY. – April 20-21, 2013

Ownership In Our New Economy, The University of Vermont, Burlington, VT. – April 27, 2013

Catalyzing the Commonwealth: Cooperative Economics, Sustainability, and Civic Engagement, Northern Arizona 

University, Flagstaff, AZ. – May 3, 2013

Building The New Economy Speaker Series, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA.
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“In organizing this event, 
I feel I have developed 
stronger relationships 
within the community. 
I feel I have gained the 
trust of community 
members, that will 
allow me to assist in 
developing a stronger 
local (new) economy.” 

– Maureen Jackson, Appalachian 
state University
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BY THE NUMBERS

The Campus Network Program supported 30 days of
New Economy programming.

Over 2000 people participated directly in Campus 
Network events.

New Economy thought leaders delivered 26 keynote 
addresses, and participated in 20 panel discussions.

Participants attended over 60 workshops and over 
30 trainings on building a New Economy.

We documented the participation of almost 200 New 
Economy organizations and businesses, but we’re 
confident that participants represented many more.

We’re not all talk. Campus Network events featured
weekly New Economy reading groups, public 
debates, local street fairs, food and art crawls, hack-
a-thons, farm work, and more.

Over 20 Campus Network events were broadcast 
live, and publicized to our list serve of over 30,000 
people (plus another 10K through social media). 
These recordings are all available through our 
YouTube channel.

“Pulling together a conference that 
brought over 300 community members, 
faculty and students together for two 
days was an exhilirating experience 
which we couldn’t have done without 
NEI support. I’m excited to build a 
core group of student at UBC who are 
organizing for a new economy and to 
work towards building a Canada/US 
coalition in New York this summer.”
 – Justin Ritchie, University of British Columbia
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“The ‘new economy’ is the emergent reality that we are 
living. This may stem from my position of relative optimism, 
but living with a paradigm shift always leaves one in awe of 
the possibilities that stand before us. The new economy is 
exactly that - a nexus of possibilities.” 

– Kyle Shank, College Of The Atlantic
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Many local and national New Economy practitioners were eager 
to engage with the Summits and students identified many creative 
ways to engage them. Appalachian State University combined 
workshops and lectures with a local economy street fair and 
food crawl. At Tufts, students took a sectoral approach, inviting a 
broad array of local New Economy innovators in the food justice 
sector. In Spokane, local New Economy leaders helped to judge 
a triple bottom line business pitch contest. At Northern Arizona 
University, students brought in experts from across the country to 
help lay groundwork for a cooperative incubator. Conversations 
on strategies for curricular reform were central to the event at 
University of British Columbia. New Economy@MIT’s popular 
lunch-time discussion series and the Cooperation, Community, 
and Complexity summit at College of the Atlantic, and a great 
many sessions at all of the summits brought heterodox thinkers 
to campus to challenge the hegemony of 20th century economic 
thought and expose students to new ideas.

“We learned that many folks in our community are 
craving the conversations and ways to connect to 
new economy initiatives.” 
– Joel Williamson, Bainbridge Graduate Institute
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METRICS OF SUCCESS

Each of the Strategic Summits was planned and 
executed locally, and was thus unique to the context, 
interests, and needs of the host communities and 
campuses. Nonetheless, we worked to ensure that 
each summit could create a pipeline for diverse young 
leadership and advance our programmatic goals.
 
CAMPUS NETWORK: 
We sought to engage and connect college and university 
students with a commitment to understanding and 
working toward an economy that prioritizes people and 
planet. We’ve already seen the development of robust 
local networks in NC, VT, and WA, and we’re working to 
create a national network at our reRoute North American 
convergence in July 2013.
 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT: 
We asked a great deal of the student groups with whom 
we worked and they consistently rose to the occassion. 
Summit organizers gained valuable leadership skills and 
sought to develop the skills of their piers by making sure 
that events included workshops and trainings geared 
toward putting ideas into action.
 
COMMUNITY BUILDING: 
We actively encouraged our student leaders to build 
relationships between their campuses the surrounding 
communities when designing their events.  They 
accomplished this in all sorts of creative ways, the most 
notable of which was a massive New Economy street 
fair in Boone, NC home of Appalachian State University.

 A NEW UNIVERSITY: 
We sought to empower students to strengthen student 
and community voices in university governance.  
Our students took this torch and ran with it hosting 
important multi-stakeholder discussions on divestment 
and community reinvestment, socially responsible 
procurement, curriculum, and student debt.
 
ALTERNATIVES AFTER GRADUATION:  
We knew it was important to connect students to 
successful practitioners working to democratize wealth 
and build regenerative local enterprises and we saw 
this happen on each of our fourteen campuses.  These 
mentorship relationships across generations have 
proved to be some of the most valuable outcomes of 
the entire program.
 
SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION:  
Above all we wanted to help initiate a nationwide 
conversation about possibilities for systemic change 
and the role that colleges and universities could play 
as institutions of intellectual and moral leadership, as 
community anchors and as training grounds for larger 
civic life.  We’re proud of the work we’ve done and 
continue to aspire to this goal.
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“I fell more in love with the idea of 
what a “new economy” could add to 
our society. I became very passionate 
about the idea of democratically 
owned businesses throughout the 
process. I also feel that I achieved a 
lot of personal growth in working with 
people who were not in the same 
place of life that I was.” 
– Kate Catlin, Gonzaga University

WORKING WITH THE DIVESTMENT 
MOVEMENT

A key focus of student activists this year was the fossil 
fuel divestment campaign spearheaded by organizations 
like REC and 350.org, invigorated by Bill McKibben’s 
critical piece in Rolling Stone and bolstered by the “Do 
the Math” tour commencing after the 2012 Election. 
Students across the country are fully mobilized for 
this campaign, many with experience working on coal 
divestment over the last two years, with REC and other 
350.org allied organizations.

NEI has had a tremendous opportunity to be a part of 
this work. Our value to the campaign—and its value 
to our organization—lies in presenting New Economy 
ideas as the “yes” to fossil fuel divestment’s “no.” We 
can engage in research and communicate effectively 
to add to the popular body of knowledge about what 
endowments look like in the New Economy, about the 
kinds of local economic investment that Universities 
and other institutions might engage in. We have also 
provided chances for students to grapple with these 
issues and push not only against fossil fuels but for 
green revolving funds, for import substitution on their 
own campuses and in their own communities, for 
reinvestment in local communities and for many other 
creative, lower-carbon solutions. Doing so has added to 
the enormous momentum of the divestment campaign 
and increased the prominence of New Economy ideas.

One of the first events we supported this semester 
was the Power Up: Divest Fossil Fuels convergence 
at Swarthmore that brought together roughly 200 
divestment activists from nearly 80 schools. Our New 
Economy workshop track was so popular that we had 
to create a forum for further discussion during the lunch 
break. At Middlebury we supported a summit looking 
“Beyond Divestment” at a broad array of New Economy 
strategies for transforming finance.  Our summits at 
University of British Columbia, The New School, and 
The University of Vermont all have particularly strong 
focuses on institutional investment and purchasing as 
strategic levers.

“This experience has acted as a 
discussion starter at the school. My 
goal was to educate--and it seems 
to have worked. Enrollment in the 
economics courses for the fall 
term have jumped, and there is 
a conversation going about the 
campus right now as to the economic 
“possibilities” of climate change, 
as opposed to simply the political 
difficulties.”
– Kyle Shank, College Of The Atlantic

“NEI’s expectations were 
at a perfect crossroad of  
challenging and  supportive.
I couldn’t have asked for more.”
 – Ben Loomis, App State
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“This was an amazing learning 
experience. Our goal of bringing 

together local organizations which 
are promoting new economy 

principles with each other 
was successful. We were also 

successful in reaching out to our 
campus and community residents.  

I was able to learn more about 
the movement and I would like to 
continue promoting the ideas and 

ideal of a new economy.” 

– Latoya Jones, Clark University
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In July 2013, we closed the first academic year of the 
Campus Network Program with reRoute: Building Youth 
and Student Power for a New Economy, a convergence 
of over 300 young leaders in New York City. This 
was a fantastic opportunity to engage with critical 
issues in economic theory and practice, strengthen 
working relationships, and invite all participants to 
contribute their expertise to the development of 
shared analysis and an agenda for a New Economy 
Coalition. This gathering served to amplify existing 
research and practice and create the conditions to 
dramatically increase the impact of subsequent New 
Economy work, even as we plan a larger mobilization 
across the country in the academic year 2013-2014. 
You can access content, including video, photos 
and testimonials from the convergence by visiting 
neweconomy.net/reroute

Some of what we talked about included:
     
     How to leverage campus divestment struggles to
     build a new economy

     How students are challenging traditional economics 
     departments to reform curricula

     How to start a housing, worker, or food co-op

     How to build stronger democratic and cooperative 
     leadership in groups and organizations

     How to map the new economy in your area and en
     gage in cross-sector organizing

     How to use creative action to tell our stories and win 
     campaigns

     How to transition traditional hierarchal nonprofits into 
     collectives

     How timebanks, barter networks, and new skills can 
     sustain livelihoods

     How can “free culture” and open source technology   
     be implemented to advance social and environmental   
     justice?

     Can the Community Supported Agriculture model be   
     extended to industry?

     The connections between environmental justice      
     organizing and the solidarity economy

     The possibilities of participatory budgeting

11



WHAT’S NEXT?

We hope to obtain sufficient funding to support an expansion 
of the program in academic year 2013-2014, continuing to 
support additional strategic convenings while encouraging 
young people in our partner communities to build on the 
momentum of their summits to create concrete New Economy 
projects in line with the goals of the program. The generation 
of place-based alternative economy projects and campaigns 
is a critical component of the program, and has the potential 
to contribute dramatically to the salience of new economic 
thinking on American campuses and to the fabric of community 
wealth-building institutions nationwide.

In future years, we envision this program leading to the 
engagement of many more campuses and communities and 
to the growth of a nationwide youth and student movement 
for a New Economy. This work supports young people as 
they chart their own path into a sane future, offering models 
for how to engage in local work and building the power to 
pressure political, corporate, and institutional decision-
makers to move more aggressively in the face of both global 
urgency and opportunity.

After a year of successful organizing, the Campus Network 
is poised to move into a new phase – dramatically growing 
the network of young people engaged in building the New 
Economy, incubating projects and campaigns led by students 
and youth growth, and deepening our shared analysis toward 
a collective vision and strategy.

BE A PART OF OUR WORK

If you want to learn more about our youth and student 
organizing initiatives, contribute expertise or resources, or get 
involved with the Campus Network, please be in touch!

To  get more information about the Campus Network, visit our 
website or email rachelplattus@neweconomicsinstitute.org.

If you would like to contribute to the growth of our youth and 
student organizing efforts, you can donate online or mail a 
check to: 1 Broadway 14th Fl, Cambridge, MA 02142. Checks 
should be made out to “New Economics Institute.”

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter, like us on Facebook and 
join our mailing list to get the latest updates on what we’re 
up to.

Thanks for being a part of our work. We couldn’t do it without 
you!
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